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HAMPDEN SIDNEY (PKINCE EDWARD), 

Oct. 16, 1782. 

The confusions of the war have been very unfavorable to the 
cultivation of science in general, and to the interests of the Acad- 
emy of Hampden Sidney in particular. The present more agree- 
able prospect of public affairs, has induced the Trustees to at- 
tempt the revival of it. They are about making the necessary re- 
pairs in the rooms of the principal buildings, and have engaged 
Major John H. Overstreet to act as steward for the ensuing year. 
They hope that the friends of learning will patronize an institu- 
tion capable of being eminently useful, in a country so extensive 
as Virginia, and at a time when knowledge of every kind is pecu- 
liarly necessary. The Academy will be open for the reception of 
students on the first of November, and I beg leave to pledge my- 
self to the public for the faithful discharge of my duty as director 
of the institution. The same attention to the morals and instruc- 
tions of the students, which distinguished this seminary as long 
as we could have them boarded on the spot, shall again be given; 
and I hope for the favour of those Gentlemen, especially, whose 
relations have ever been here for any considerable time. The cul- 
tivation of the English language, Geography, Mathematics, and 
Philosophy, shall be the principal objects of instruction, and a 
very accurate acquaintance with the Latin and Greek languages 
shall be added, where it is desired. If any gentleman could fur- 
nish Boy er's .French grammers or any of a later date, I would 
engage a native of France, who is a man of learning, to teach the 
pronunciation, etc., of that tongue, where the number should be 
considerable enough to enable me to do it. The steward will fur- 
nish boarding for 16 £ per annum, one half to be paid at entrance, 
and the other half in six months. The price of tuition is settled 
at 5 £, to be paid in the same manner. Mr- Overstreet desires me 
to inform the public that his accomodations and attention shall 
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never be deficient, especially if his payments are punctually re- 
ceived. 

JOHN" BLAIE SMITH. 

N. B. I have five or six hundred acres of good land in this 
county, to dispose of, on reasonable terms. 

From Nicolson & Prentis's Virginia Gazette and Weekly Ad- 
vertiser, Oct. 26, 1782. 



